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EXMOUTH LEARNING COMMUNITY

SEND PARALYMPIC FESTIVAL

21st October 2016

35 children took part in the first of two SEND events to be held within the ECC Learning Community. This
event was aimed at children who struggle to access physical education and it allowed them to take part in
adapted physical activities based loosely on Paralympic sports. It was also a chance for these children to be
out of school and representing their school and to feel achievement in doing so.

The festival was held in conjunction with BTec students from ECC who had undergone training before the
event to raise their understanding of the needs and possible behaviours of the children who were going to
take part. This was, for the BTec students, initially rather nerve wracking, but they were excellent and
learnt quickly and made a real impact during the event.
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The children took part in small “circle time” events initially to make them comfortable with the
environment and the leaders. These activities were based on body awareness and basic fundamental
movements such as jumping, sliding etc.

The children then undertook three different activities which were sitting volleyball based, parachute games
and hand-eye co-ordination activities.

The event concluded with using a large scarf for a very sensory activity which required all students to be
together in a long line. They were then individually presented with their certificate of achievement.

Due to differing needs for some children just staying and playing in the rather intimidating, noisy new and
large environment was a major step, and there were delightful examples of excellent work form the BTec
students to engage and support such diverse needs.

The ECC Leaders have now been invited to deliver again at the Level 3 Devon Ability Games doing a similar
event after their excellent approach and work during this morning.

All children and leaders left very happy, and the smiles on faces were the best evidence | could wish for!




