
 

Parental Survey Spring 2017 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
Thank you for taking the time to complete the Parent Survey last term.  
 
We were so pleased to get so many re-affirming, excellent and encouraging comments. This is particularly 
important to us in these very testing and challenging educational times.   
In particular, the main theme we picked out was the overwhelmingly positive comments about the ethos, care 
and support offered by the school to pupils and parents. You were also very happy at how we respond to any 
concerns you have. It is worth reiterating that we always want to know about any worries you have - it’s the 
only way we can do anything about it! 
 
There were some comments that I will respond to, as it is a good chance to give you feedback on the issues 
some of you raised.  
 
Smaller class sizes 

● Some parents asked for smaller class sizes. This is an issue I have been campaigning about! Please lobby 
your MP about this. Class sizes around the country are rising dramatically, as investment and funding in 
schools is decreasing, and pupil numbers are rising. On top of this, the fact that Devon is funded £300 
per pupil less than the national average (which equates to £90,000, or 3 teachers for us), seems hugely 
unfair.  

● Some of you will have read my recent letter to parents where I explained how the school is now nearly 
full. I am unashamed to say that without this we would have had to reduce our staff resource. Most 
schools are having to reduce their educational provision due to the funding crisis, so whilst small class 
sizes would be desirable, they do not fit the reality of the current state of education policy. 

 
Mixed aged classes 

● This is a common theme each year. St Peter’s will always have mixed age classes due to the number of 
children in each intake. It varies each year from 35 to 45, which is set to meet the local need. We 
wouldn’t be able to afford to take cohorts of 30 (for viability reasons as above) and we are not a big 
enough town to take 60 (two classes per year). So I am sorry - but this is out of our control! 

 
Communication 

● The weekly newsletters are incredibly popular, and the overall feedback on communication is very 
positive. Although communication has improved over the last few years, we can still improve it, so we 
are going to work on a plan! 

● Schools are extremely busy places - we don’t have enough time to get everything right all the time - so 
thank you for your patience when we do have to do things at the last minute. Quite often, this is out of 
our control.  

 
Behaviour 

● A few parents mentioned there was disruptive behaviour in some classes. I must admit, I was surprised 
by this as my own observations of the behaviour of our pupils is streets ahead of other schools.  

● If you do have concerns about behaviour please come and see me so I can understand the situation and 
do something about it.   

 
Homelearning 



 

● A few parents felt there was too much home learning. Please refer to the home-learning policy that 
clearly sets out the expectations.  http://www.st-peters-school.org.uk/parents/home-learning/  

 
Child’s progress. 
Please remember that you don’t have to wait for a Parents’ Evening to find out how your child is doing. We 
can’t put any more of these evenings on, as our time is restricted. However: 

● You can email or pop in to see your class teacher at any time. 
● You are allowed to pop in and see your child’s work whenever you want. Regrettably, we can not send 

books home, as in the past they have been lost or damaged. 
 
 
Other points of note: 

● We will be investing money on our school site and nursery area. Remember, we are trying to do this in 
times where we receive a fraction of previous capital funding (under a quarter of previous years’). So 
we are doing our best with very limited funds.  

● We had applied for a grant to upgrade the toilets in the main building. Unfortunately, we did not get it 
this year - but we are still determined to raise the money somehow. To put this in perspective, we are 
looking for around £60,000 to do this, which is six times our yearly capital budget! 

● One parent asked about payments: cheques can be made payable to DCC, or online via 
http://www.st-peters-school.org.uk/parents/paying-online-via-schoolcomms/  

 
 
 
Thanks again for your valued feedback. Please keep sharing the positives and highlighting any worries you 
have. 
 
Steve and the St Peter’s team 
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