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Hot Reads for Foundation/Key Stage One 

 

Storm Whale 9781910646281 £7.99 
by Sarah Brennan and illustrated by Jane Tanner 
“Bleak was the day and the wind whipped down, When I and my sisters walked 
to town…” So begins the story of three sisters who find a whale stranded on a 
windswept beach and try to save it.  A powerful, poetic text, challenging 
vocabulary and wonderful to read aloud.  The illustrations are full of life and 
movement.  This is a story which celebrates the majesty and vulnerability of 
nature and our place in it.  
 

 

Steve, Terror of the Seas 9780192766854 £6.99 
by Megan Brewis 
Steve is not very big, his teeth are not very sharp and although he is no angel 
fish, there are far scarier creatures in the sea.  So why is everyone swimming 
for their lives when they spot Steve?  A simple but cleverly informative story 
with illustrations that capture the underwater feel whilst giving every creature 
character.  If children have watched Blue Planet and look closely at the clues in 
the pictures they will probably predict the twist in the story.  
 

 

I Want to Go First 9780192749741 £6.99 
By Richard Byrne 
In this playful and engaging new story, Elphie is lining up with the other 
elephants to start the long march to the watering hole at the back of the book. 
As the littlest elephant, he has to go last.  But Elphie REALLY wants to go first 
and he enlists the help of the reader to move him up the queue.  He almost 
manages it until the biggest elephant shuffles everyone back to their proper 
positions just as they arrive at the watering hole.  But the watering hole is 
already occupied by a very, very big and very, very selfish elephant.  Elphie’s 
resourcefulness saves the day.  Children’s sense of fair play will be rewarded in 
this great story to read aloud.  
 

 

Zim Zam Zoom 9781910959053 £6.99 
by James Carter illustrated by Nicola Colton 
A fabulous collection of poems to read aloud with every poem deserving its 
place in the anthology.  Wonderful word play, repetition and rhyme and 
perfectly complemented with illustrations and layout which will guarantee it is 
picked off the shelves.  This is a “must-have” book for all KS1 classrooms and a 
great book to encourage parents to share poetry with their children as it just 
invites children to join in and re-read.  
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The Boy and the Bear 9781788000765 £6.99 
by Tracey Corderoy illustrated by Sarah Massini 
When a lonely little boy receives an invitation to play written on a paper boat, 
it seems that he has found the best friend he’s been longing for – at last.  But 
Bear isn’t quite the playmate the boy had imagined.  If only he knew how to 
play games properly!  But when Bear starts to build a treehouse, the boy is 
intrigued and a magical summer begins.  As autumn passes and the first winter 
snowflakes start to fall, the boy is left alone, and only then does he truly 
realise what he has lost. Then at last spring comes again and the friends are 
joyfully reunited with a very special hug! 
 

 

“You’re called what?!” 9781509821440 £6.99 
by Kes Gray and Niki Dyson 
In the Ministry of silly animal names there is a VERY long queue of strange 
creatures.  What could possibly be the problem?  Why do they all end up 
laughing so much and whatever does a Tasselled Wobbegong look like?  This 
hilarious story with brilliant illustrations by rising star Nikki Dyson stars a whole 
range of real animals with amazing and unbelievable names. 
 

 

Funny Footprints 9781445154282 £4.99 
by Katie Dale and Nanette Regan 
Ben wakes on the morning of his birthday to find it’s snowing but when he and 
his Dad go for a walk they find some very strange footprints. This is book 
banded at orange level in the Reading champions series and has some 
excellent and supportive notes for parents at the end which would make it 
ideal for children to take home for additional reading practice. The other titles 
in the series are also worth exploring. 

 

 

Ruby’s Worry 9781408892152 £6.99 
by Tom Percival 
Ruby loves being Ruby and is always perfectly happy until, one day, she 
discovers a worry.  At first it's not such a big worry, and that's all right, but 
then it starts to grow.  It gets bigger and bigger every day and it makes Ruby 
sad.  How can Ruby get rid of it and feel like herself again?  A reassuring and 
sensitive book which provides the perfect springboard for talking to children 
about sharing their hidden worries. 
 

 

Rose’s Dress of Dreams  9781781127681 £6.99 
by Katherine Woodfine 
Rose dreams of dresses! In these dreams she sews the most fabulous gowns 
for the ladies of the French Royal Court.  Rose’s designs are too unusual; no 
one has ever seen ideas like hers before.  Then a chance meeting offers Rose 
the opportunity to make her dreams come true.  Inspired by Rose Bertin, born 
in 1747, who became dressmaker to Marie Antoinette and is considered the 
first fashion designer.  Kate Pankhurst’s charming illustrations make this a 
welcome addition to the Little Gems series for Barrington Stoke. 

 


