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Hot Reads for Key Stage Two 

 

The Secret of the Night Train  9781407184401  £6.99 
by Sylvia Bishop 
All aboard for grand adventures!  Max is being sent to Istanbul to stay with a 
great aunt she has hardly ever met.  She knows it’s going to be a big 
adventure, travelling across four countries but she never guesses that the 
drama will start before her train ride even begins.  When the mysterious 
Heartbreak Diamond is stolen, Max is plunged into a thrilling night-time chase 
across Europe. In a whirling world of jewel smugglers, thieves and undercover 
detectives, can she catch the diamond thief before they reach their 
destination?  Agatha Christie meets Eva Ibbotson. (Whole KS2) 

 

Rory Branagan Detective  9780008265830  £6.99 
by Andrew Clover and illustrated by Ralph Lazar 
“Hello. I am Rory Branagan. I am ACTUALLY a detective.  
People always say, ‘How do you become a detective?’ I say, Ahhhh you don’t 
just FIND YOURSELF suddenly sneaking up on baddies, or diving out of the way 
as they shoot, or hurtling from an open plane towards the ground!  You have 
to WANT it.  And what made ME want it?  I needed to find out what happened 
to my dad.”  This is the first in a series in which we meet Rory and his 
accomplice, Cassidy, as they investigate the poisoning of Rory’s next-door 
neighbour.  Rory’s adventures are all highly illustrated so you can see 
everything he gets up to in glorious black and white.  A good next step for fans 
of Tom Gates. (Upper KS2) 

 

 

Ariki and the Giant Shark 9781406369793  £5.99 
by Nicola Davies 
From this multi award-winning author comes the first in a new adventure 
series, starring Ariki, a young girl living on a tropical island in the Pacific. 
Washed up on Turtle Island as a toddler, Ariki has always felt different from 
the other children.  But there’s somewhere she belongs heart and soul:  the 
sea, where she plays with dolphins, sharks, whales and turtles.  One day Ariki 
catches sight of a strange creature in the water, bigger than any she’s seen 
before and soon after, an enormous shark tooth is found on the sand.  When a 
group of giant sharks start circling the shore, the island’s fishermen are too 
afraid to go out to sea.  Without fish the people will starve...  Can Ariki save the 
day?  This has the feel of a folk tale told in wonderful, poetic language and 
some lovely illustrations throughout by Nicola Kinnear. (Lower KS2) 
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Pony on the Twelfth Floor 9781406378450  £6.99 
by Polly Faber 
Kizzy thought she had dreamed of every possible way she might get a pony. 
She'd never expected to pick one up from the supermarket!  Wherever the 
plump pony munching on flapjacks in the bakery aisle has come from, Kizzy 
knows he's everything she's ever wished for:  a loyal companion and her ticket 
to show jumping gold at Olympia.  There's just one small problem; how do you 
keep a pony on the twelfth floor of a high rise without your mum finding out?  
A humorous and heart-warming story. (Lower KS2) 

 

 

The Great Sea Dragon Discovery 9781910611081 £6.99 
by Pippa Goodhart 
Pippa Goodhart’s carefully researched story of a Victorian ichthyosaur 
discovery has just the right blend of exciting adventure story and factual 
information.  The author captures the sense of excitement and discovery 
surrounding Victorian fossil hunting and Victorian life is well-realized with the 
story’s setting in a real place and time, many of the characters we encounter 
having lived during the period.  
Bill is a wonderful character with a head full of questions and an endless 
curiosity which easily spirals out of control and gets him in to all sorts of 
trouble, “why is it that flies eat rotting stuff” “would a plant drink ink” but it is 
Bill’s sharp mind that gets him and his family out of trouble too.  A must read 
for fossil enthusiasts and budding paleontologists that keeps you hooked to 
the very end. (Upper KS2) 

 

 

Run Wild 9781781128282 £6.99 
by Gill Lewis 
Izzy and Asha need a space to call their own, where they can practise their 
skateboarding away from the Skull brothers and escape from trouble at home. 
But the derelict gasworks where they stake their claim already belongs to 
something else – a wilderness they never expected to find and an injured wolf 
that desperately needs their help.  Can they reconnect to the wild and save the 
wolf?  Or is their pack too weak to fight much stronger powers?  A compelling 
and engaging read with dyslexia-friendly layout and font. (Upper KS2) 

 

 

Happy Poems Chosen 9781509871377 £6.99 
by Roger McGough 
A rich and varied treasure-trove of poetry from classic and contemporary 
poets.  A great book to dip into, the beauty of this anthology is that it links two 
or three poems to encourage you to explore the theme.  A joyful, smiley, 
uplifting, cheerful, inspiring collection of poems to brighten your days. (Upper 
KS2) 
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Max and the Millions 9780571333486 £6.99 
by Ross Montgomery 
Max is used to spending time alone – it’s difficult to make friends in a big, 
chaotic school when you’re deaf.  He prefers to give his attention to the little 
things in life . . . like making awesome, detailed replica models.  Then Mr 
Darrow, the school caretaker and fellow modeller, goes missing. Max must 
follow his parting instruction:  ‘Go to my room. You’ll know what to do.’  There 
on the floor he finds a pile of sand and in the sand is Mr Darrow’s latest 
creation,  a tiny boy, no bigger than an ant, Luke, Prince of the Blues. Behind 
the tiny boy are millions of others, a thriving, bustling, sprawling civilization;  a 
civilization that needs Max’s help. While Max and his newfound friend Sasha 
fight to protect the Floor from their evil headmaster, the people on the Floor 
must fight to save it from being destroyed by all-out war.  They have to learn 
to work together to save the tiny world in this sometimes funny and fast paced 
adventure. (Upper KS2) 
 

 

The Boy at the Back of the Class 9781510105010  £6.99 
by Onjali Q Raúf 
“There used to be an empty chair at the back of my class, but now a new boy 
called Ahmet is sitting in it.  He's nine years old (just like me), but he's very 
strange.  He never talks and never smiles and doesn't like sweets - not even 
lemon sherbets, which are my favourite!  But then I learned the truth:  Ahmet 
really isn't very strange at all.  He's a refugee who's run away from a War.  A 
real one.  With bombs and fires and bullies that hurt people.  And the more I 
find out about him, the more I want to help.  That's where my best friends 
Josie, Michael and Tom come in.  Because you see, together we've come up 
with a plan. . .”  Told with heart and humour, this is a child's perspective on the 
refugee crisis, highlighting the importance of friendship and kindness in a 
world that doesn't always make sense. (Whole KS2) 

 

 

The Boy who Grew Dragons 9781848126497 £5.99 
by Andy Shepherd 
Tomas discovers a Pitaya tree, commonly called a Dragon fruit, hidden in the 
undergrowth in his grandfather’s neglected garden.  Then he discovers that he 
and his friends can grow dragons and they are a lot more trouble than 
cucumbers!  They chase the cat, set light to your toothbrush and are inclined 
to drop poo from high altitude, which once dry becomes highly combustible.  
But their eyes are like diamonds that twinkle at you and their warm breath 
tickles your ear.  You’d better keep them a secret because who wouldn’t want 
a dragon for a pet?  A warm, funny story with some lovely illustrations by Sara 
Ogilvie. (Lower KS2) 
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Mr Penguin and the Lost Treasure 9781444932072 £6.99 
by Alex T Smith 
It has been weeks since Mr Penguin's last adventure and he's been stuck at his 
desk, twiddling his flippers ever since.  That is until the phone rings!  Mr 
Penguin and Colin, the bowler hatted spider and Mr Penguin's silent right hand 
man, are called in to find the missing treasure somewhere in the Museum of 
Extraordinary Objects.  The quest finds them solving secret codes, fighting 
ferocious beasts, eating fish finger sandwiches and travelling deep below the 
museum to a lost jungle.  Indiana Jones meets Hercule Poirot in this new series 
with plenty of slapstick humour, mystery and adventure. (Lower KS2) 
 

 

Kat Wolfe Investigates 9781509871223   £6.99 
by Lauren St John 
Kat Wolfe loves her new home in idyllic Bluebell Bay in Dorset, especially since 
it comes with a resident wildcat.  When Kat starts pet-sitting for pocket money, 
she finds that beneath the town’s perfect surface lie some dark and dangerous 
secrets.  After a parrot-owner vanishes from his clifftop mansion, Kat turns to 
her new friend, Harper Lamb, for help.  What begins as mystery-solving holiday 
fun quickly turns deadly for Wolfe & Lamb.  Can they count on their unruly 
animal friends to save their lives?  This is a real page-turner of a thriller with a 
great cast of characters, both animal and human.  (Upper KS2) 
 

 


