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A fresh approach! 
Welcome to our brand new edition of the school newsletter! We’ve decided to change the format for a few reasons, and go back to 
a tried and tested method from many years ago. We had tried to utilise technology to save time and make life easier, but I don’t 
think you can beat a good old fashioned paper-copy. Something to stick up on the fridge! 
I am very conscious that we don’t celebrate what we do enough. Visitors to the school are always in awe of how much we do and 
what we provide.  
So we are going to send out a paper newsletters on  a regular basis— once a fortnight. These will have a focus on celebrating what 
we do, and a page of key information and dates. Weekly class newsletters will carry reminders and more specific class-based 
information. Text messages will be used for last-minute reminders and emergencies. I hope you enjoy the new format! 
 

A fresh curriculum! 
  The new school curriculum certainly seems to be very popular with the children. It is based on learning knowledge which is very 
important in life, and everyone has really enjoyed it so far. The school council told me: “Our topics are really fun now”.  “We’ve 
been doing loads of topic!” . “Our literacy has turned into topic”. “I enjoyed it so much I brought my own book in.” “I loved the 
visitors who came to our class”. The variety of curriculum that I witnessed this week was amazing! I’ve seen children in year 1 
learning about sculpture—and then making their own. The children in Rowan and Chestnut have had physiotherapists inspire 
them to write leaflets about keeping your bones and muscles healthy. Viking fever has struck in year 5—with boats and shields 
being proudly made. Year 2 have learnt about Romans—and are now moving on to learning about Northern Europe. They even 
made the whole of Sweden out of junk modelling! Check out the pictures below. 

 
Viking ships designed and launched! Learning about skeletons!                Exploring plants         Making looms 
  

Family fun day 
We all had a great time on the PTA Family Fun day at Budleigh Football Club. It was such 
a memorable experience and a great atmosphere for the children. Firstly, we had a big 
turn-out for the football training, ably coached by Dan Carthew and the Budleigh Ladies 
Football Team (newly crowned Champions), with Mr H and Will Cade taking the very 
youngest. Then, the children enjoyed nine different sporting challenges with their 
families. This ranged from cricket, rugby, netball, tennis and athletics, to golf, hockey, 
speed shot and nerf-gun-shooting! The winning children were Sean, Isla, Katie, Nico, 
Abbie and Zac. Joel won the FIFA tournament. Thank you to the PTA and all that helped, 
especially Laura, Will, Wilf, Gary and Steve.  
 

Give a cheer to the...... 
...Year 5 rounders team!  ........ for displaying tremendous 
effort and team commitment. They won their last match of 
the day and learnt all about team tactics along the way.  
Such a fantastic a�ernoon with a terrific, friendly and 
supportive group of cheerful children. Well done. 
...  Year 3 athletics team! ........for beating all the other 
Exmouth  year 4  teams in the recent Quad Kids athletic 
event! This is an amazing achievement!!    

 



 

Did you know about? 
Eco School events 
We are very lucky to have Ms Moore, our Eco Leader, driving the school towards our plan to 
become more of an Eco School. She has achieved so much already. Please come to some of the 
other events she is putting on this term: 

  Waste Awareness Event 
On Friday 24th May, we would like to invite you into school to join your child for a waste 
awareness workshop provided by DCC Waste Educators. Please sign up at the office. 
Or......come along on from 3.30-4.30pm for practical tips and inspiration for avoiding waste. 
Bring and buy sale 
Also on 24th May, 3:30pm on the playground. Please bring any outgrown clothes to the school 
office beforehand, and then come and buy some new ones on 24th May! A great way to reduce 
and reuse! 

Reminders 
● Term dates for next year are on the school website. 
● Please make sure your child has the correct PE kit with them each day.  

 

Reading 
Thank you to all parents for the renewed effort to get everyone reading this year. The results 
have been really great to see. More children are reading for pleasure, and the reading 
attainment across the school has improved dramatically. Remember, vocabulary is the best 
predictor of how well a child will do in life, so the more they read, the more vocabulary they get! 
Thank you to Mr Lee and Ms Atkin for all their work around getting the library and reading a 
central part of what we do as a school. And thanks to Mr D’Souza for training and supporting the 
staff.  
 
We know that the Project X Alien Adventure Books are really popular and so we have invested in 
new copies for the school library.  We are also reviewing our stock of book band books.  

 

Residentials 
We have a wide-range of residentials at the school. This starts with the younger children doing a 
sleep over at the school. In year 4, we spend three days at Escot (check out the pictures on the 
right). This term year 5 have a camping trip. And the pinnacle is the year 6 trip to London. This is 
an amazing experience—taking in lots of culture and history, on a memorable trip to the capital. 

The Escot trip was a lot of fun this term. The children learnt about animals and Anglo Saxons, 
waded through a swamp, made fires and dens, ate marshmallows around the campfire…….and 
looked a�er themselves for three days!! They even did the washing up! 
 

What’s going on soon? 
 
Friday 24th May from 3.30-4.30pm - 
Waste Awareness Event. Includes 
Bring and Buy Sale. 
 
Friday 24th May - cake sale for 
Battersea Dogs & Cats Home a�er 
school. 
 
Saturday 25th May - Gala Week 
Fete. 
 
Sunday 26th May @10am - Beach 
clean. 
 
Monday 27th May - HALF TERM. 
 
Wed 29th May- Elfics Juggling & 
circus skills show  
 
Friday 21st June - SPORTS DAY. 
 
Saturday 29th June - Summer 
Fayre. 
 
Monday 8th July - SCHOOL CLOSED 
- INSET day. 
 
Friday 12th July - Reports sent 
home with classes for next year. 
 
Friday 12th July - Big wild sleepout 
on Woodbury 
 
Tuesday 16th July - Parents 
evening - meet the new teachers. 
 
Wednesday 17th July - End of term 
Service at St Peter's Church - 10am. 
 
Monday 22nd July 10am - 11am - 
Year 6 leavers service. 
 
Tuesday 23rd July - Last Day of the 
Term - 1:30pm finish. 
 
 
We need your help! 
 
This year for the Summer term I am 
asking all parents to make a £5 (per 
child, max £10)  contribution 
towards resources  for the school. 
Thank you to those parents that 
have already paid. If you haven’t 
yet, please pay in the usual way on 
SchoolComms or the school office. 
 
If anyone has any time to 
volunteer, we always need more 
help. We need help  changing 
books, hearing readers, helping 
in class and doing outside 
improvements.  If you have any 
time to give, or know anyone that 
does, please get in contact 
head@sps1.org.uk  
A big thanks to Catherine 
Fitzgerald, and the Jones and 
Millman families for doing a lot of 
digging in our outside area.  
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