
Vocabulary

adaptation
the slow change of living things to better suit an 
environment.

evolution the gradual development of life adapting

carnivore meat-eating creatures

herbivore plant-eating creatures

omnivore a creature that eats both plants and meat

predator a creature that hunts others (prey)

amphibian a creature that can live in both water and on land.

mating the action of creatures coming together to breed.

migration
the seasonal movement of creatures from one place to 
another.

marsupial creatures who carry their young in a pouch.

fossil
the remains of life forms embedded and preserved in 
rock.

prehistoric from a time before written history.

extinct no longer in existence

Timeline

Dinosaur Life

• Much of life in the time 
of the dinosaurs was to 
do with basic survival - 
finding water, avoiding 
predators, and mating. 

• Mammals, fish and birds 
also evolved at the time 
of the dinosaurs (which 
are a group of reptiles). 

• Like most reptiles, all 
dinosaurs laid eggs. 

• Birds evolved from a 
group of meat-
eating dinosaurs called 
theropods. 

• Whales evolved from an 
extinct species of land 
mammal, Pakicetus, that 
returned to the ocean to 
hide from predators. 

• Many dinosaurs traveled 
huge distances to mate. 

• Sharks, crocodiles, 
snakes, turtles and bees 
evolved at this time too.

What should I already know?

• Earth was formed by gravity compacting matter together in space, with the 
first tiny life forms appearing in deep-sea vents. 

• The seven continents were originally one giant supercontinent, called Pangaea.  
• The process of evolution was first published by Charles Darwin in his book 

‘The Origin of Species’ in 1859. 
• Dinosaurs were made extinct by the collision of a large meteor with Earth. 

• The Universe is made up of different chemical elements.

Core Knowledge Objectives

• Classifying animals: vertebrates and invertebrates; fish; amphibians; 
reptiles; birds; mammals  

• World geography: identifying countries and continents, and describing 
the effects of interaction between different tectonic plates. 

• Lives of famous scientists: Mary Anning, William Buckland, Charles 
Darwin. 

• Historical artefacts: fossils and rocks, copulites, and bone fragments. 
• Scientific inquiry: prediction, observation, explanation; microscopes.

Diagrams: The Formation of the Continents

In its infancy Earth went through several cycles of heating and cooling, literally 
from lava to ice, as the atmosphere changed. Eventually Pangaea, the one huge 
land mass, broke up to form the seven continents and five oceans we have today.
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