
Extinct Species 
By Olive Class 

Life on Planet Earth is incredibly complex, 
diverse, and fascinating. The creatures we 
have today are incredible, but many of the 
most huge, bizarre, beautiful and 
captivating species to have walked the 
planet are, sadly, already gone. It is only 
through looking at what remains of their 
fossilised bones and coprolites that we can 
get an idea of what they looked like, and 
how they would have lived. Whether it be 
the massive dinosaurs that roamed during 
the Mesozoic Era, or the fascinating birds 
and mammals that flourished after, there 
is a huge range of intriguing facts to be 
found in the study of Extinct Species. 
These flashcards tell their story.

Tasmanian Tiger 

The Tasmanian Tiger was also known 
as the Thylacine. The Tasmanian 
tiger was 200 years old! Size:the 
Tasmanian tiger was 49 to 51 inches.
.The Tasmanian tiger’s name means 
dog headed pouched one.
The Tasmanian tiger was closely 
related to the Tasmanian devil!

Made by Sky Wills

EXTINCT SPECIES



Dodo 

It wasn’t noticed straight away when the Dodo 
went extinct, but it is agreed that the last 
Dodo seen alive was in 1662. 

The Dodo was a little bit bigger than a turkey, 
and was a member of the pigeon family. It I 
commonly known that it was a bird that couldn’t 
fly. It’s scientific name was Raphus Cucullatus. 

The Dodo lived on an island called Mauritius. 
Dutch people settled on the island and within 
65 years the Dodo was extinct, thanks to the 
people and their animals. 

Although it couldn’t fly, its wings were still 
actively used to keep balance when moving 
quickly. Its sense of smell was really good, 
probably for sniffing out ripe fruit. 

Made by Nick Eaves

Quagga 

The Quagga became extinct 137 
years ago. 
The last Quagga died in captivity 
in Amsterdam in 1883. 
The Latin word Quagga means 
‘zebra’, because the Quagga was a 
type of South African zebra. 
It grew to between 4 feet 1 inch 
to 4 feet 5 inches at the shoulder. 
The front of a Quagga looked like 
a Zebra, but it looked more like a 
horse at the rear. 

Made by Sonny Jenkin



Smilodon 

The Smilodon was also known as 
the saber-toothed cat! 

The Smilodon lived 2.5 million 
years ago 
The Smilodon was ⅖ meters long 

The Smilodon’s name means knife-
toothed. 
The Smilodon was one of more 
than 100 species Sabre-tooth cat 
that scientists has discovered. 

Made by Sky Wills

Ground Sloth 

Lived 10,000 years ago 
Size: 6 meters (20ft) 
Name meaning “great beast” 

Interesting fact:The giant ground 
sloth would have ate other giant 
at the time and uses its 6 meter-
long body to reach up into the 
trees and eat plants from the 
tree. 

Made by Harry Chamberlain  



Elephant Bird 

The elephant bird went extinct 9,000 
years ago because they were sadly 
hunted by humans. 
The elephant bird was about 10 feet 
tall and weighed about 100 pounds. 
The elephant bird could run 10 miles 
per hour. 

The elephant bird is the biggest bird 
that ever lived! 

Made by Sonny Jenkin

Woolly Mammoth 

The Woolly mammoth had a large head 
and massive body, with sloping backs 
and large humps on the shoulders. 

Lived 26.million years ago 
Size: up to 13 to 15 feet tall 
Name meaning; German naturalist 
Johann Friedrich  gave the woolly 
mammoth the scientific name. 

Interesting fact: The Woolly mammoth 
has smaller ears and shorter tails than 
elephants to prevent heat loss and 
frostbite. Woolly mammoth had large, 
curved and asymmetrical tusks that 
were 10 to 15 feet long. 

Made by Amelie May



Diprotodon 

The Diprodtron  went extinct about 45,000 to 
50,000 which means it took 5000 years to go 
extinct! 
The Diprodotron was 12 feet long and it was 1.8 
meters.  
The Diprododtron scientific meaning is two 
forward teeth.  
The Diprodtron lived everywhere in Australia 
The date it was found was 1830.    

Made by Sonny Jenkin  

Woolly Rhinoceros  

Lived: Between 350,000 and 10,000 years ago   
Size: shoulder height 6.6 feet,up to 12.5 feet long! 
Its name: Coelodonta antiquitatis. Coelodonta from 
the greek for hollow teeth and antiquitatis from 
the latin for old. 

Interesting fact: they evolved to have a broad 
front lip because they grazed on lots of things like 
lichens,mosses,shrubby sprouts and grass 

This particular creature inhabited much of N.Asia 
and almost all of Europe. They lived in S.England! It 
had 2 horns. The front one was a metre long. They 
use them for defence and also to attract mates. We 
know by the cave paintings that early cavemen/
humans killed and hunted this impressively big 
animal with only weapons! In Ukraine, 1 female 
Woolly Rhino was discovered in the mud, whole! This 
is because the oil and salt in the mud stopped it 
from rotting and only finding fossils of this 
creature!

Made by Lola Franks Payne 



Protemnodon 

When did it go extinct? Approximately 
46,000 years ago – The period when the 
earliest humans first arrived in Australia.  

How large/small is it? Smallest species – 
45kg in weight   

Largest species – 110kg in weight                                                                                                                                      

Scientific name: Pretemnodon Owen [The 
giant Kangaroo]  

Interesting facts: They existed in Australia, 
Tasmania, and Papua New Guinea.  

Similar to wallabies a macropod [plant eating 
marsupial mammal]  

Made by Amelie Trail

Marsupial Lion 

Though it’s been named a ‘marsupial lion’, 
Thylacoleo Carnifex actually evolved from 
Diptrodoton, and is actually more closely 
related to a wombat than any cat. With its 
rotating elbows, massive wedge-shaped 
back teeth, and sharp claws, this predator 
evolved very quickly to hunt other large 
marsupials by latching on with its teeth 
and swiping at their necks. 

Like most of the other amazing Australian 
megafauna, Thylacoleo went extinct around 
the same time prehistoric humans appear 
to have arrived in Australia. 

Made by Mr D’Souza



Quinkana 

Scientific Name: Quinkana (Native spirit) 
Went extinct: Ionian Age (781,000 to 
126,000 years ago) 
Size: 2 - 6 meters long, depending upon 
the species. 
Interesting fact: Quinkanas were 
different to today’s crocodiles - they had 
longer legs because they walked on land 
and didn’t swim. They also had different 
teeth - rather than ones to hold their prey 
underwater to drown it, they had serrated 
ones like sharks for ripping flesh. 

Made by Wilbur Ebsworth

Titanis Walleri

After the dinosaurs were wiped out by a 
massive comet that covered the Earth in 
darkness for two long years, the only life 
forms that really flourished were the insects. 
Small mammals, birds and reptiles clung on and 
survived by feeding on the insects until the 
sulphur clouds finally lifted and sun shone 
again.  

Huge flightless birds, like Titanis, then began 
to evolve. They were carnivorous and quick, 
with huge beaks for chomping down and ripping 
off flesh. Eventually, the Hyaenadont evolved 
in Asia and hunted Titanis, driving it to 
extinction. This ushered in the age of the 
mammals, and forced birds into the skies. 

Made by Mr D’Souza



Velociraptor 

Velociraptors were around about 75 million 
years ago in the late cretaceous period.  They 
became extinct at the end of the cretaceous 
period in the KT extinction about 65 million 
years ago. 

A velociraptor was about about the same size 
as a turkey and had feathers.  It is part of the 
raptor family.  It’s name means swift robber. 

It’s scientific name was dromaeosaurid.  

Velociraptors had two hand like things with 3 
curved claws.  They also had hook shaped 
talons on the second toe of each foot which 
they used to hook their prey and stop them 
escaping. 

A famous fossil of a velociraptor was found 
with the velociraptor fighting a proceratops. 

Made by Nick Eaves

Tyrannosaurus Rex 

there mass 4500-1400kg they eat 
triceratops and more they can eat big 
dinosaurs they can run about 27mph long 
  
Lived 83.6_____ years ago 

  
height 3.7-6.l ______ 
  
trx are large and decking  

  
Interesting fact: that they get eaten 

tryrannosaurs 

Made by Ava Potter



Spinosaurus 

Lived in the Cretaceous Period. 

One of the largest carnivorous dinosaurs. 

Similar to the crocodile we have today. 

They lived on land and water. 

Grew 16m long. 

6-7 tons. 

Larger than the African elephant. 

Teeth are strait and conical. 

Found in Egypt and Morrocco. 

Made by Ashley Wilkinson

Ankylosaurus 

Scientific name: Magniventris (stiff 
lizard) 
When it lived: Late Cretaceous, 74-67 
million years ago 
Length:7.0m 
Weight:4000kg 
Interesting fact:The Ankylosaurus had a 
massive tail club that it could use to 
generate a large amount of force, 
potentially breaking the bones of another 
dinosaur while defending itself. 

Made by Wilbur Ebsworth



Brachiosaurus 

The Brachiosaurus lived where North 
America now is. They were also 
herbivores. This animal had front legs 
that were longer than its back legs. 

• Lived 154 million years ago. 
• Size: between 18 to 21 metres. 
• Name meaning: the name is Greek 

for ‘arm lizard’. 
• Interesting fact: Brachiosaurus had 

a small brain and was unlikely to have 
been very intelligent. The 
Brachiosaurus body would have been 
sloped downwards towards its tail. 

Made by Amelie May

Allosaurus 

Allosaurus was a large theropod dinosaur from 
the Jurassic period. It was one of the largest 
predators of its time. 

Like all dinosaurs, Allosaurus lived in the late 
Jurassic period, between about 154 and 115 
million years ago. Allosaurus averaged 8.5 
metres (28 ft) in length, though some remains 
suggest it could reach over 12 meters (39 ft). 

Its three-fingered forelimbs were smaller 
than its large hind legs, and the body was 
balanced by a long, heavy tail. It weighed up to 
1.4 tons (3086 lbs). 

Although they were one of the largest 
dinosaurs, they still had to be careful of their 
large and powerful prey. An Allosaurus fossil 
has been found that had been badly wounded 
by a Stegasaurus. 

Made by Emmi Hunt



Diplodocus 

The Diplodocus was a Sauropod, and they are 
the group of dinosaurs known for their massive 
size. The Diplodocus was the longest known 
dinosaur. They weighed about 12 tons (as much 
as a large truck). The neck was very long and 
could reach over 6m (20ft). It had 70-80 
vertebrae (backbones) in the tail and often used 
its tail as a weapon against attackers. 

• Lived: 154 to 150 million years ago 
• Size: 27 metres (88 feet) 
• Name meaning: double beamed lizard  
• They were plant eaters with peg like 

teeth, perfect for stripping the leaves 
from ferns. They had stones called 
Gastroliths in their tummy which helped 
them to digest their food. 

Made by Lola Franks-Payne

Dromaeosaur 

Dromaeosaurs lived about 167 million years 
ago. They were small to medium sized, ranging 
from 0.7 metres in length to over 6 metres. 

Scientific name: Dromaeosaridae (Running 
Lizard) 

Interesting facts: Small to medium sized 
feathered carnivores that lived in the 
Cretaceous period. 

Thy were made famous by the film ‘Jurassic 
Park’, a type of Dromaeosaur called the 
‘Velociraptor’ 

Their main weapons were there sharp, 
slashing claws and sharp teeth. 

They are commonly referred to as ‘Raptors’. 

Made by Amelie Trail



Coelophysis 

Scientific name: Coelophysis (Hollow form) 
Height: 1.0m Speed: 25-30mph 
Length: 2.0m Habitat: Floodplains 
Family: Coelophysidae Weight: 27kg 

Coelophysis means ‘hollow form’ this comes 
from the hollow limb bones which made 
Coelophysis a lightly built swift and agile 
hunter and carnivore. Coelophysis lived in 
floodplains in the late Triassic period. The map 
shows Pangea but fossils where fond in North 
America and Africa. It is possible that 
Coelophysis had protofeathers. Coelophysis was 
prey to Phytosaurs and Postosuchus. 

Extinction is thought to have happened at the 
end of the Triassic Era, Some experts think 
that it was climate change caused by 
widespread volcanic activity which released 
large amounts of carbon dioxide. 

Made by Edith Williams

Compsognathus 

• Compsognathus became extinct 150 
million years ago. 

• Compsognathus was about 3 feet 
long. 

• Compsognathus means ‘elegant’, 
‘dainty’ or ‘refined’.  

• Compsognathus lived in Europe.  

Made by Sonny Jenkin



Hyaenodon 

The Hynaedon became extinct 15.9 million years 

ago because of climate  change. ‘Hyenaedon’ 

means ‘hyenae-toothed’ in Latin. The Hyenaedon 

was not related to hyenas; they were actually 

more closely related to Panglions. The 

Hyenaednon grew up to 1.2 meters long and  1.4 

meters tall. 

Made by Sonny Jenkin

Therizinosaurus 

This strange-looking dinosaur’s name 
means ‘scythe lizard’, which refers to the 

massive claws it has on its arms. The 
fossils were first found in Mongolia (near 

China). Like humans, Therizinosaurus stood 
upright on two legs - though it would have 

been three times taller. 

This dinosaur weighed a whopping 5000 
kilos, and lived 66 million years ago. Carbon 

dating puts it in the Cretaceous Era. 

Made by Mr D’Souza



Stegosaurus 

The Stegosaurus is the most famous dinosaur from a 
group of dinosaurs known as Stegosauria. The name 
‘Stegosaurus’ comes from the Greek words ‘stegos’ 
meaning roof and ‘sauros’ meaning lizard. The 
Stegosaurus was alive in the late Jurassic Period 
(around 150 million years ago). Stegosaurus was 
around 9 metres in length, 4 metres in height and up 
to nearly 5000kg in weight. Although the 
Stegosaurus body was large, the size of their brain 
was only around the size of a dog’s. There are 17 
plates found along the back of the Stegosaurus and 
the largest plates were around 60cm tall and 60cm 
wide. The Stegosaurus also featured tail spikes that 
reached around 60cm to 90cm in length. Stegosaurus 
fossils have been found in Western North America 
and more recently in Portugal, indicating that they 
lived in Europe as well. They were plant eaters. 

Made by Emmi Hunt

Pterodactyl  

When did it go extinct? It lived 201.3 
million years ago – 136.4 million years ago  

How large/small is it? It`s wingspans ranged 
from a few inches to over 40 feet. 

Scientific name: Pterodactylus [winged 
finger] 

Interesting facts: Also known as a pterosaur. 
There were several species of Pterodactyl it 
is believed that they walked on all fours. They 
could reach flying speeds of over 67mph. 
Pterodactyls were carnivores, likely eating 
small animals and fish. They had 90 teeth! 
They were the largest flying animals ever to 
have lived. 

Made by Amelie Trail



Cynodont 

When did it go extinct? It went extinct 
252 million years ago. 

How large/small is it? About 1 metre in 
length. The size of a large dog. 

Scientific name: cynodontian  

Interesting facts: The Cynodont is a 
carnivorous mammal-like reptile of the late 
Permian and Triassic periods, with well-
developed specialised teeth. 

It is named after its dog-like teeth. The 
Cynodonts are therapsids that first 
appeared in the late Permian. The 
cynodonts include modern mammals as well 
as their extinct ancestors and close 
relatives but not all cynodonts were 
mammals. 

Made by Amelie Trail

Muttaburrasaurus 

• Muttaburrasaurus became extinct 
103 million years ago. 

• Muttaburrasaurus was 26 feet long. 

• Muttaburrasaurus means 
‘Muttaburra lizard’. 

• It lived in northeastern Australia.  

Made by Sonny Jenkin



Pakicetus 

The Pakicetus went extinct 48 million years ago. 
It was about the size of a wolf. The first fossils 
were found in Pakistan. It’s scientific class is 
mammalia. 

The hearing mechanism of the Pakicetus is the 
only known of it’s kind, that sits between land 
mammals and aquatic mammals. Its legs were 
more suited to land but its skull was more suited 
to water, and long like a whale’s. It was a meat 
eater, and sometimes ate fish. It lived on the 
edges of lakes and river banks in Pakistan and 
India. 

It is recognised by scientists as the first of the 
group called cetaceans, which is the group that 
includes dolphins and whales. 

Made by Nick Eaves

Liopleurodon 

They are the biggest sea marine 
dinosaurs they were around about 
166.6million years agothey are about 
5-7 metres long and tooth and a tooth 
is about 10-13 centermeters the 
dinosaur livesin the sea 

Length10 metres 
Hight 3 metres: 
Reptile belonging to the pliosauroidea,a 
clade of shart-necked plesiosaurs 
Sided teeth  

Made by Ava Potter



Dire Wolf 

Scientific name: Canis Dirus, meaning fearsome dog. 
Height: 0.61m  
Speed: 25-35mph 
Length: 1.52m  
Habitat: Forests, Mountains 
Family: Canidae Weight: 68kg 

The Dire Wolf was a pack hunter. They were about 
the same size as a modern grey wolf (Canis Lupus). 
The Dire Wolf lived in grassland, mountains, forests 
from Alaska to Florida in North America and into the 
west side of Latin America. It lived in the Pleistocene 
Era. The Dire Wolf was a hypercarnivore, which means 
its diet was 70% meat. It is calculated that it could 
chomp down bones (to get at the marrow) with 129% 
of the force of the modern Grey Wolf. 

Extinction is thought to have happened at the end of 
the Pleistocene Era and quite quickly. Some experts 
think that climate change caused the extinction, 
others a meteor, and some think it is because man 
hunted the same prey. 

Made by Edith Williams

Paraceratherium 

The remains of Paraceratherium have been 
found between China and the Balkans. It 
looks a lot like a hornless rhino. It was a 
herbivore. 

• Lived: 34-23 million years ago. 
• Size: It is 7.4 metres long. 
• Name meaning: It means “near the 

hornless beast.” 
• Interesting fact: Its teeth were 

round, pointed and so large that 
they looked like small tusks. Also, 
it’s neck was very long and its body 
was big and strong. 

Made by Amelie May



Camelops 

Camelops is an extinct genus of camel which 
lived in North America from two million 
years ago to about 10,000 years ago. 

They lived in "conifer parklands" on the 
Montana-Wyoming border, and in "coastal 
shrublands" in California. It lived in woodland 
and grasslands with mixed vegetation. After 
the climate change, what had been woodland 
became deserts and treeless. They were 
prey for the wolves, bears, lions and 
Smilodon. Also, the arrival of man as a 
hunter may have made the situation worse. 

Camelops disappeared at the end of the last 
ice age, as did many other animals 

Made by Emmi Hunt. 

Giant Short-Faced Bear 

• The giant short faced bear became 
extinct 11000 years ago. 

• The giant short faced bear was 8-10 
feet tall. 

• It’s Latin name was Arctodus which 
meant ‘bear tooth’. 

• The giant short faced bear lived in 
North America. 

Made by Sonny Jenkin



Cave Lion 

When did it go Extinct?  The cave lion went 
extinct around 12,400 years ago 

How Large/Small?  It was the words largest 
species of lion.  

Length: up to seven feet long [excluding the 
tail] 

Weight: 700 – 800 pounds  

Scientific Name: panthera leo spelaea  

Interesting Fact: the cave lion was about 
10% bigger than an African lion. 

The cave lion received its common name 
because large quantities of its remains are 
found in caves but it’s doubtful whether they 
lived in them. 

Made by Amelie Trail

Ancient Horse 

The ancient horse became extinct 35 
million years ago and is the ancestor 
of the modern horse. The ancient 
horse grew to about 2 feet tall at the 
shoulder. The ancient horse’s 
scientific name is Eohippus, which is a 
Latin word meaning ‘dawn horse’.  
The ancient horse lived in North 
America and Europe between 56 
million and 33.9 million years ago. 

Made by Sonny Jenkin



Giant Cheetah 

Lived 2.5 million years ago 
Size: 2.0 meters  
Name meaning: Acinonyx pardinensis 
Interesting fact: it was a stoutly built cheetah 
it weighed about 220 pounds 

The modern cheetah’s true fossil relatives 
started off in Africa about three million years 
ago. It was roughly twice the size of today's 
cheetahs. The giant cheetah is a cat that hunts 
like a dog. Its claws didn’t retract like our 
modern cheetah, its nostrils were bigger to 
allow it to keep cool while sprinting, and this 
comes in handy when you have a speedy 
lifestyle. Current facts state that the extinct 
cheetah had enough biting power to crush neck 
and skull bones, just like jaguars and cougars do. 
Giant cheetahs were present in Europe during 
the Early and Middle Pleistocene. The giant 
cheetah was found in Germany, France, and also 
in China and India.

Made by Lola Franks-Payne

Giant Jaguar 

There are two subspecies of prehistoric giant 
jaguars known to date; Panthera onca augusta, 
from North America, and Panthera onca 
messembrina, from South America. These belong 
to the same species as modern day jags but much 
bigger. Both of them were active during the 
Pleistocene period, but went extinct about 11.000 
years ago, during the last Ice Age. Giant 
prehistoric jaguars were about the size of a fully 
grown lion or tiger, and were probably several 
times stronger, with a much stronger bite. These 
giant jaguars also had longer limbs and tails than 
jaguars living today. Scientists believe that 
jaguars used to be open, but that competition 
with American lions and other big cats forced 
them to adapt to more forest where they 
developed their modern short-legged appearance. 

Made by Emmi Hunt
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