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Spring 2021 newsletter 3 
 
Dear parents/carers, 
 
Week 3 is now over, and I think we are getting on top of most things. Each remote and in-school classroom seems to 
be working smoothly. We are still finding our feet, and don’t forget that some weeks the class teacher is in school 
more and won’t have as much time to respond to comments. We really want to make sure your child is motivated and 
engaged - so let your teacher know if they are struggling. We do need to make sure they are less dependent on you - 
more on this below.  

● We’ve got lots of support in place for our vulnerable families. You can collect a hot school meal, a hamper, or 
get a voucher. The good news is that DCC are going to provide free school meal families with a voucher for 
half term and Easter. The Gingerbread House in the town is also giving 
out meals if you need help - which is amazing! 

● We have been really successful in achieving our goal of £6,700 for the 
Chromebooks. Thanks to everyone who has supported us. I have been 
able to allocate many Chromebooks already and I can now offer more to 
those who might need them. If you have been holding back from 
asking for one, now is the time to ask! 

 
Year 6 have had a lovely distraction from the events of pandemic by watching 
Sicily perform on Junior Bake Off. She did really well and we are all so proud of her. It is so nice to know someone 
famous! If you want another distraction, check out year 6’s fairytale-inspired news reports on the Oak class webpage. 
https://www.st-peters-school.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Oak-class.pdf  
 
There are lots of other shout outs on the celebration assembly today too - which you and your child can watch 
through the online classroom. I will try and celebrate all your great efforts each week. I for one am really worried 
about the impact of all the extra screen time. So it’s been nice to see some lovely science and art from Ash and Oak 
below.  

 

In today’s newsletter: 
● How independent should my child be?  
● Budleigh COVID support group 
● Community Challenge Page & Just Giving launch 
● Michaela’s fundraiser 
● Prayer and reflection from the Baptist Church 
● Devon childcare survey 
● NHS mental health tips for improving your mood 

 

 

https://www.st-peters-school.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Oak-class.pdf


 

Reminders of helpful resources 
● Quick reference - ways we can help you 
● Mrs Cawthera’s top tips for reducing screen time, getting exercise and dealing with stress 
● Reading support 

 

Please don’t suffer in silence! Get in touch if you need help with anything, 
 

 
 

How independent should my child be?  
Remote learning is not easy - I admit that! However, I want to make sure that expectations are clear with regards to 
what your child can do on their own. 
 
Firstly, the children need to learn how to learn. We try to teach them independence skills:  

● metacognition (the processes used to plan, monitor, and assess one's understanding),  
● and self regulation (managing feelings, emotions and behaviour). 

 
After the first lockdown, we had to reteach lots of these skills. The vast majority of children can and do cope with 
being independent in a class of 30. It is important that at home they don’t get used to having you as a one to one 
teacher! Teachers are providing material in the classroom to help them to help themselves. Please can you get them 
to practice looking in the classroom for help first, and then contacting their teacher if they are struggling.  
We are going to produce some materials over the next week to help you manage this situation, and also some 
more structured instructions for self-help for the children. We will also be asking them to make a plan for their 
day, which will include time away from the screen and helping you around the house! 
 
If you do have time, watching the videos supplied by the teachers will help you signpost the children to the resources 
they need. Please make sure they use this, and don’t confuse them with the methods that you used at school…..  
 

Budleigh COVID support group 
The Budleigh COVID-19 support group reports that we have now allocated support to those families that were in need 
during the last lockdown. We would now welcome applications from other families that need support because 
their income has been affected by COVID-19. The application process is quick, easy and confidential. Call 01395 44 
68 96 for more information.  
 
We are also delighted to report that the Medical Centre is very busy giving out vaccinations to the town population. 
Over a thousand people have now received their jab, which has focussed on the over 80s, and those in care homes.  It 
is important to note that you don’t need to contact the surgery for your vaccine - please wait to be contacted by 
them.  They are running regular searches to ensure no-one is missed and will continue to try to contact you until you 
have had your injection. The hub has been helping with the transportation of people to and from the tennis centre - 
sometimes nearly 100 people per day! Congratulations to the Medical Practice with the great start it has made to the 
goal of vaccinating the whole town. 
 

 

https://www.st-peters-school.org.uk/news/ways-to-get-help-quick-reference/
https://www.st-peters-school.org.uk/news/mrs-cawtheras-tips/
https://www.st-peters-school.org.uk/news/reading-support-at-home/


 

Community Challenge Page & Just Giving launch 

 
We are excited and delighted to announce we now have a JustGiving Page for our School - you can find it here : 
https://www.justgiving.com/stpeter-pta  
 
Through this it is possible to create fundraising events or to make donations - something we have been asked for 
recently and are grateful for!  
 
To launch our Just Giving page we would love every child and as many families, community members and businesses 
to join the "Budleigh Community Challenge!" Simply follow this link to create your own fundraiser linked to the 
Budleigh Community challenge page  
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/BudleighCommunityChallenge 
 
£1 from each person in our town would mean we raise enough to provide invaluable resources to enhance the 
education and experiences of the children when they all return to school after this lockdown ... and fill in any gaps 
they may have from missing so much time at school 
 
There is more information about the Budleigh Community Challenge on our school fundraising website 
www.stpetersfundraising.com 
 
If you would like any help with a challenge suggestion, getting a team together to achieve something brilliant or help 
setting up a Fundraising page, please email me catherine@sps1.org.uk and we will help in any way we can 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/stpeter-pta


 

 
We'd love to hear about your challenges so please send those in too!  
 
Thank you to all of our community for all of the support as always 
 
 
 
 
 

Michaela’s fundraiser 
Michaela, a parent at the school, has been busy with a new hobby and raising 
money for the school! Here is what she says: 
“During the first lockdown I picked up a new hobby to keep me busy. I then thought 
what can I do with the projects I make? Then the thought popped into my head that 
maybe I could sell them and give the profit to the school. With funding ideas 
becoming harder with the current pandemic every little helps. 
So I set up a new Instagram page called Pots_About_Yarn. Please give it a follow or 
you can contact me via Facebook. I’m selling pots starting from £5, frames £8 and 
headbands to order £3. (Frames have currently sold out but will make more)” 
 

Prayer and reflection from the Baptist Church 
We’re doing prayer and reflection on Facebook and Youtube each Thursday evening 
at 7pm (but the videos are also available afterwards). Each one will be about 
10-15mins long and is a chance to pause, look back at the day, offload on God and 
hopefully gain a bit of peace!  Go to 
https://www.budleighbaptistchurch.org.uk/news/evening-prayer-i-am/, where you can find the videos from previous 
weeks plus the links to the livestreams. 
 

Calling all parents living or working in Devon.  We need your help! 
Whether you use childcare or not, your voice counts. The answers you give in this short survey will help the early years 
and childcare team in Devon County Council to plan and make sure that there is enough childcare for you to work or 
train: https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/ParentsChildcareSurvey2021/ 
 
 

 

https://www.budleighbaptistchurch.org.uk/news/evening-prayer-i-am/
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/ParentsChildcareSurvey2021/


 

 

 


