16th July 2021

Summer 2021 newsletter 6
Dear parents/carers,
The sun is shining as we approach the end of the
school year. I always say how fast it goes - I do
wish life would slow down!
On Monday the children have a few treats from
the PTA to say well done for all their efforts this
year. They have been great in dealing with all of
the craziness.
It’s looking hot - so keep sending them in with
hats, cream and water please!
We also say goodbye to our year 6s, who have
been a fab year group. They’ve had an amazing
week this week with all their activities. They’ve been climbing, to the cinema, to the zoo, escaping zombies on the
Common, gone ‘Ape’ at Haldon forest and are learning circus skills today! We wish them all the best at Secondary
school.
We also say goodbye to Mrs Lester and Mr D’Souza who have both been fantastic for the school. Mrs Lester has led
music for the last three years, ensuring that we have a good range of opportunities and some excellent musical
tuition in place. Mr D’Souza has been with us for longer, and contributed both in the classroom - where he was very
popular because of his fun and knowledgeable teaching and topics - and also with the staff, where he has contributed
to our training and support. We wish them all the best in the next chapters of their careers.

Well done to Briar, Eloise, Livvy and Florence. The girls represented Exmouth
United in a tournament that included the likes of Crediton and Cullompton
at West Hill and got their first podium finish (third), which they were thrilled
to bits with! Great effort!
Lastly - a big thank you to you all for your support this last year. It has
been rubbish - there is no other way to describe it - but the strength of
purpose and unity in our community has brought us all through. I hope
you all enjoy a good summer break, and we look forward to continuing
with the recovery next term, when I hope things can be less disrupted
and more ‘normal’.
Steve and the team.
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Changes to term times for next year
Important note – due to the Queen’s Jubilee, there is no early May bank holiday anymore. This has been moved to the
May/June half term, where the Queen has also given us all an additional bank holiday. Because this falls in a half term,
the Government has reduced the number of days pupils need to be in school next year by one day. Therefore, we have
made the following changes to the term dates for next year:
1. No early May bank holiday.
2. We break up for Christmas one day earlier – the last day is now Thursday 16 December 2021.
3. The school is now also closed on Tuesday 5 July 2022. The school already has a non-pupil day on Monday 4
July, so that gives pupils and parents a long weekend in the Summer term.
Term dates are always on the website here - https://st-peters-school.org.uk/parents/term-dates/

What you need to know for September
The bubble system will no longer be in place. If we do have an outbreak, it is likely we will revert back to some of our
existing control measures. Pupils and staff may still be required to isolate. Pupils and parents should not come to
school with any symptoms of COVID-19. If there is COVID-19 in your household, you will all need to isolate.
School will revert to normal start and end times.
However, we are going to continue with pupils dropped at the school gates as this has been so much better for the
transition into school. Mr Lee and I will always be on one for the gates if you need to get a message into school. Pupils
new to Reception will be allowed on-site until they are ready to be left at the gate.
●
●

Gates will open at 8:45am. All pupils must arrive for a prompt start. Gates will close at 8:55am.
○ Please encourage older/more mature pupils to walk to school on their own.
All pupils finish at 3:30pm.
○ Please stand, socially distanced, outside of their classroom.
○ You can use any gate. They will be open from 3:20pm.

Stationery
We are going to be more strict on the stationery requirements for pupils next term. Please check this now so you are
prepared for the new term. There is a page on the website for quick reference too https://st-peters-school.org.uk/parents/stationery-requirements-for-pupils/
Every child needs a large, clear, wipe clean pencil case. Example here.
● It should be labelled with the child’s name ONLY.
● If you can't source one, they are available to purchase for a small amount from the school office.
The school will provide your child with:
1. a writing pen
2. a whiteboard pen.
a. If they misuse or lose these, there is a small charge for a replacement.
Every child will need to provide their own:
● HB pencils x 2, pencil crayons, eraser, small ruler (15cm), pencil sharpener and glue stick.

Every Pupil Premium child will be provided with all of the above by the school.

Uniform
Uniform reminders are here - https://st-peters-school.org.uk/parents/uniform/
Please make sure the following items are noted:
● Completely black footwear only.
● Earring must be plain metal studs only. Pupils will have to remove earrings that aren’t.
● Hair longer than shoulder length must be tied back.
On PE days, pupils can wear PE kit to school. Please check the requirements at the above link.
Pupils in year 6 will need a school jumper for the whole year. They will get leavers hoodies. These were never intended
to be school uniform, but they will be allowed to wear them on PE days once they have become ‘School Leaders’. More
on that in September!

Last 200 club winners of this year
Well done to:
1st Charlotte Rowsell, 2nd Gaye Bond, 3rd Bettina Kluettgens.

Tick warning - especially year 6 parents!
As we have found from the Common and Haldon visits this week, there do seem to be more ticks around at present. It
is worth checking your child whenever they have been in woods, areas with long grass, and sometimes in urban parks
and gardens. They're found all over the UK.
A danger of ticks is lyme’s disease - please see here for more info, and what to do if you find a tick https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/lyme-disease/
It can take a week for this to appear - so please keep checking!

What’s coming up this term?
Year 6 leavers service - Mon 19th July @ 10:30am
End of term fun day - bouncy castles/ice poles - Mon 19th July
End of term awards celebration - Tues 20th July - a recording will be broadcast for families after the event
Last day of school - 1:30pm finish - Wed 21st July
Back to school - Thursday 2nd September

