3rd September 2021

Welcome back everyone!
Dear Parents/Carers,
I hope you all had a chance to get a break over the summer months. We are so lucky to live in a holiday destination
and enjoy a staycation, so I hope you enjoyed some of the magnificent resources on our doorstep.
It was wonderful to see all the pupils returning yesterday - they look so
smart!! Thank you for your efforts with the uniform. They were also
super calm and happy - a great start. The gang on the right collected
grass and filled the big tyre with ‘silage’ to feed their cows. It reminded
me of how much joy children get from being with each other and how
they can light up our day. The year 2s were also telling me some great
jokes. It’s brilliant to be back!
We had a lot of new starters too. We had ten new pupils, our new class
of Reception pupils, Miss Parsons covering Miss Shepherd’s maternity
leave in Willow class, and Mrs Foley starting as our new music teacher.
We welcome them all and wish them all the best of luck.
I am also pleased to reveal that Miss Hume and Mr Force got married
last term, so from now on Miss Hume is Mrs Force. Congratulations to
them both.
And I am sure you’ve all seen the new playground. We’ve been trying
for many years to get it redone. The bars get in the way, so it is great to
relocate them, and the stage was getting beyond repair. Thanks to the
Diocese of Exeter for funding this project.
There is some important information about COVID restrictions below. We are hoping to get more of our clubs and
extracurricular activities back on track this term. We will send out more information about that in the coming weeks.
Swimming starts next week, and the week after the library will be open again, after school, for you to use. Reading logs
should be here by the end of next week too, as well as club information and home learning.
As always, get in contact if you need anything, and don’t suffer in silence - we can help in many ways.

In today’s newsletter:
● COVID update - important information
● Changes to term times for next year - CORRECTION TO BE AWARE OF
● Swimming restarts
● Feedback wanted
● Budleigh Lions events
● Seachange - open day - what is it?
● Useful links
● What’s coming up this term?

COVID update - important information
We’ve been asked by the government to maximise education, minimise disruption and manage the virus. Easy eh? We
are certainly moving into a phase where we have to learn to live with the virus, whilst preventing the spread as much
as possible. It is going to have to become part and parcel of life.
We do not need to carry on with the bubble system and all of the other measures that we normally have. However,
more on that below!
There is one significant change:
● Under-18s, irrespective of their vaccination status, and double vaccinated adults will not need to self-isolate if
they are a close contact of a positive case.
You only self isolate if you have COVID, or are symptomatic and waiting for a PCR test. You don't need to isolate if you
have been a close contact or live with someone who has COVID (unless told to do otherwise by Track and Trace).
I have added this to the web to give everyone clear guidance:
https://st-peters-school.org.uk/news/what-to-do-if-you-have-covid/
Thresholds
We have been given a threshold (a cluster of 5 people in close contact that get COVID) that if we reach, then we would
consider additional measures. I will let you know if this happens and what additional measures we will take.
Enhanced measures for now
At the moment, we are in an 'Enhanced' zone for COVID due to the high rates in Devon. So we are being a bit more
cautious in school for the next five weeks, with a small range of measures in place. Please try to maintain social
distancing at drop off and pick up.
Vaccines
We are also being encouraged to get the message out for everyone to get their vaccinations. If you haven’t had one
yet, please join the fight and keep yourself and others safe https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/

Changes to term times for this year - CORRECTION
Due to my misreading of the guidance, I made a mistake with the changes to the school days for this year. It's the late
May bank holiday that has moved, not the early one, so we only need to allocate one additional 'day off' next year.
Sorry for the inconvenience.
Please see the changes on the website here - https://st-peters-school.org.uk/parents/term-dates/
The dates for the following two academic years will be with you before half term.

Swimming Lessons
Swimming lessons recommence from Tuesday 7th September onwards.
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Apple/Plum
Nursery

Chestnut
Year 3/4
Miss Back

Cherry
Year 1/2
Miss Hume

Sycamore
Year 1
Miss Evans

Cedar
Reception
Mrs Broad/Mrs Rose

Willow
Year 2/3
Miss Parsons/Ms Lewis

Rowan
Year 3
Mr Murray

Ash
Year 6
Miss Pritchard

Friday

Oak
Year 5/6
Mrs Barahona

Each Key Stage 2 class swims for two terms. Beech class will not be swimming in the Autumn Term, but will be
swimming in Spring Term and Summer Term.
As always, please ensure that your child has their full swimming kit, including their towel and swimming cap. Please
ensure that all items are named. Pupils who have inhalers (irrespective of whether they have used them recently or
not) must bring their inhaler to the pool side.
If you can volunteer some time to be a pool side spotter - please let us know.
Payments for swimming lessons will be on School Gateway.

Feedback wanted - have your say!
I am going to seek feedback from parents in most newsletters from now on. There will be one question each week. If
you have time, please do complete! It is anonymous.
As always, if you have anything more personal or specific, please do not hesitate to come and see myself or Mr Lee on
the gate or playground, or email us at head@sps1.org.uk or plee@sps1.org.uk
This week:
● What do you consider the most important priorities for the school this term? Form here:
https://forms.gle/VffpupR9hRWBiAXC7

Budleigh Lions events
The next Cash Bingo will be held in the Public Hall on Friday 10th September with "eyes down" at 7.30pm and the
following day Saturday 11th September in the Public Hall we will be holding a MAMMOTH JUMBLE SALE, from 2pm 3.45pm. Proceeds from both events will go to the Budleigh Salterton Carnival Club and on Sunday 3rd October we
will be having a Walking Treasure Hunt starting from the Public Hall, registration will be from 2pm - 3pm and entry fee

will be £3 per family group. You can obviously take dogs on the walk but they are not allowed in the Public Hall.
Refreshments will be on sale.

Quick links
What’s going on in your class? https://st-peters-school.org.uk/class-info/ (Will be updated by the end of next week)
Term dates - https://st-peters-school.org.uk/parents/term-dates/
Menus - https://st-peters-school.org.uk/parents/menus/
Uniform - https://st-peters-school.org.uk/parents/uniform/
Stationery - https://st-peters-school.org.uk/parents/stationery-requirements-for-pupils/
Online safety - https://st-peters-school.org.uk/parents/staying-safe-online-current-advice-for-parents/

What’s coming up this term?
Harvest festival at the church (letter to follow) - Wed 22nd Sept
Half term week - Mon 25th Oct
Non-pupil day - Mon 22nd Nov
Last day of term - Fri 17th Dec

