10th September 2021

Autumn newsletter 2
Dear Parents/Carers,
At the end of the first full week I am really pleased with how everyone is getting
on. We really do want to get back to a normal way of life. Below is a lovely
celebration of things going on inside and outside of school. I want to do more of
this each week. So you will get a snapshot into each class, and please do send in
any significant achievements from outside school.
To the right, I had to snap Chestnut class back in the library and choosing their
books again! The library is open after school next week - so please do come in
and make the most of it. Don’t forget to sanitize your hands, wear a face covering
and try to maintain social distancing.
It is strange that we’ve had more COVID cases in the last week in school than we’ve had in total over the last two years!
The rising rates really are being reflected in school. Please do keep a look out for ANY COVID symptoms, and get a PCR
test even if you’re unsure. Don’t forget there is a reference page here . If your child does have to isolate, we will
prepare home learning. It might take us one working day, but in the meantime you can do the home learning activities
on the class pages.
In today’s newsletter:
● Focus on…..Cedar class
● Lovely art in Sycamore
● Small notices
● Reading Tree for Year 1 to Year 6 - IMPORTANT
● Celebrations
● Swim Spotters needed ASAP!
● Useful links
● What’s coming up this term?

Focus on…..Cedar class
The new Reception pupils have been amazing!
They seem like a great bunch. Here they are
exploring their new classroom and outside
area. Inside there are lots of inspiring areas for
them to play and learn in. Outside I’ve
snapped them chilling out with their books
and babies, working in the mud kitchen, and
cleaning our new balance bikes. A big thanks
to the year 5 buddies who have been excellent
as well.

Art in Sycamore

I had to add this bonus feature to the news this week. The year 1s in Sycamore have been learning about the use of
lines in art. They were inspired by local artist Charlotte Fleming and her jellyfish art. Miss Evans is going to take some
of the art to her exhibition in Topsham this weekend. Nice work Sycamore!
https://www.devonartistnetwork.co.uk/artists/wwwdevonartistnetworkcoukcharlotte-fleming

Small notices
●

●
●
●
●
●

You should have all received club letters for this term. As soon as the Ash outbreak is contained, the year 6s
are going to be providing lots of lunchtime clubs this year. This is part of their leadership development and a
requirement for them to achieve their ‘school leader’ status.
Tuck trolley will start again next week. For sale will be: fruit, tea cakes and malt loaf. We might have the
occasional treat too! Everything will cost 40p.
The next PTA/fundraising meeting, including the AGM is Tuesday 28th September, 7pm on Zoom. There are
loads of great events planned for this year - come along and find out more!
Parent request - please could you ask drivers not to leave their engines idling outside school for health and
environmental reasons.
The school pool is for hire - a great birthday treat! Email Jane for more details - janehushon@btinternet.com
Outdoor Cinema - Bohemian Rhapsody! See here for more information.

Reading Tree for Year 1 to Year 6 - important
As a school, we want all children to share the pleasure of reading, in all its forms, through their weekly Reading Tree.
● The Reading Tree is an opportunity to showcase the reading journey that you and your child have been on.
● It is a celebration of reading of all types, including non-fiction, poetry, comics, graphic novels, audio books,
e-books, magazines, sports programmes, blogs and even road signs, board game instructions and cafe
menus!
As a family, you can choose to add to the Reading Tree on a daily basis, or every other night. However, there is an
expectation that you add to it regularly, that you record the number of reading sessions each week and that it is
signed once a week.
Each week, in the space above the image of a Reading Tree, please encourage your child to draw characters or settings
or scenes; write mini- book reviews; give a book a star-rating; recommend books for friends; write comments about
the books; add stickers; and share books which they are reading from other places (e.g. Budleigh Salterton Library).
There are two examples in the Reading Tree
It is particularly important for those children reading the Read Write Inc books (RWI), that you indicate that your child
has read each of their RWI books three times. Please visit our website for further details about RWI:
https://www.st-peters-school.org.uk/parents/read-write-inc/
Pupils should bring their Reading Tree into school every day. Although teachers will not provide written
comments, a member of staff will look at them weekly. Your child’s class teacher may also wish to talk to them
about their Reading Tree.
Pupil in Reception Class will each receive a Reading Tree in the second half-term

Celebrations
Tilly is famous!
She applied for her Blue Peter music badge, as she had written a song about picking up
litter and saving the world in the second lockdown. When she returned to school, Tilly
played her song on her ukulele to the whole of Willow class (along with Esme).
As part of the application process Tilly also sent in a copy of her song. The Blue Peter
researchers loved it so much that they decided to award her the green badge too, and
asked for the recording of her singing and playing her song. This was then played in an
episode of the summer shows in August.

Congratulations to Theo in year 6. He was part of Budleigh cricket U11 team who
won the Devon Cup. Amazing, especially as Theo is playing in the year group
above his age.
Well done to the other St Peter’s pupils (who left us in July) - a great bunch!

Another cup! Well done Joel. His team won the Saints South West County
cup, against another Devon Team and players selected from the whole of
Cornwall and the whole of Somerset so they did remarkably well.

Spotters needed ASAP!
Thank you to the parents who have come forward to volunteer to be Pool Spotters for this term.
At present, we still need a Pool Spotter for Wednesday afternoon (Rowan class swimming) and Thursday
afternoon (Ash class swimming).
If you would like to volunteer to be a spotter for the forthcoming term, then please contact the School Office as soon
as possible. (Telephone 01395 443167 or email admin@stpeters-budleigh.devon.sch.uk)
The role of Spotter is to assist the swimming teacher poolside as an additional pair of eyes to ensure that all pupils are
safe when swimming. They also assist by encouraging speedy changing before and after swimming.
All Spotters will need to complete our induction process (this can now be accessed online) and have a Disclosure and
Barring Service (DBS) check. The induction and DBS check will need to be completed prior to the commencement of
your volunteering.

Have your say #2
Thanks for your feedback from last week. Most respondents wanted pupils to get back into normal routines, be
supported emotionally, and get back on with the learning. We hope to do all those things!
One parent asked if catch up will be offered. The answer is yes. Some classes have already been given extra support in
the form of more TAs or interventions. We are also working on additional plans and will publish these in full soon.
This week’s parent feedback question - What would you like from the school this Christmas? (we are planning this
now) Answer here: https://forms.gle/w1ECdHQvzqZqHtAG9

Quick links
What’s going on in your class? https://st-peters-school.org.uk/class-info/ - now updated for the new term

Term dates - https://st-peters-school.org.uk/parents/term-dates/
Menus - https://st-peters-school.org.uk/parents/menus/
Uniform - https://st-peters-school.org.uk/parents/uniform/
Stationery - https://st-peters-school.org.uk/parents/stationery-requirements-for-pupils/
Online safety - https://st-peters-school.org.uk/parents/staying-safe-online-current-advice-for-parents/

What’s coming up this term?
Harvest festival at the church - Wed 22nd Sept @ 10:30am
PTA meeting, including the AGM - Tuesday 28th September, 7pm on Zoom (link coming).
Friday 1st October 5.00-7.30 - PTA film night
Half term week - Mon 25th Oct
Non-pupil day - Mon 22nd Nov
Christmas Fayre - Sat 11th Dec 11am-3pm
Christmas Cracker week Mon 13th Dec
Christmas dinner - Wed 15th Dec
Last day of term - Fri 17th Dec

