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Autumn newsletter 11
Dear Parents/Carers,
It’s Christmas season! Advent has started, and the excitement builds. Filming for our Christmas performances
has begun, and although we can’t perform live to you all, we are hoping to do some ‘pop-up’ carols on the
playground to entertain you in the last few weeks.
We also have lots of nice curriculum activities to celebrate below again - something that I hope can also
spread some good cheer.
I am also delighted to say that in the Spring term each class will have half a term of Forest School (half a day
a week). This is in response to the pandemic, to get the children reconnected with the outdoors, develop
social skills, teamwork and problem solving. They'll be doing games, using tools, fire lighting, den building,
art, and weaving to name a few things. Please see below for some resources we need to help with this. We will
let you know which day your child has it soon.
I am pleased to say the COVID rates at the school are decreasing. However, there are still cases in every class
except Nursery, Rowan, Beech and Ash (get well to those pupils and staff!). There were over fifty cases in the
school last month. A stark reminder that we are still in the midst of a pandemic. I urge you all to remember to
wear face coverings, get vaccinated, and reduce social contact as much as possible. This is really
depressing stuff, I know. The stark reality is that COVID is here to stay, and it makes us all fearful and anxious.
Please take care of yourselves, keep active and enjoy our lovely setting. I find watching the news very
depressing, so try to top yourselves up each day with these great recommendations https://www.nhs.uk/mental-health/self-help/guides-tools-and-activities/five-steps-to-mental-wellbeing/
Classes will be in slightly bigger bubbles next week, so gym clubs with Killer on Wednesday will go ahead, and
also Mr Patchett and Mrs Letherbridges sports clubs on Monday and Wednesday. Inbetweeners in the last
week of term will only be available to those staying on for after school club. This is to reduce the COVID risks
before Christmas.
We are very lucky to live in a community that can support each other, so starting next week I have some
Christmas gifts to give out to some families. If you need help, or know of anyone that would benefit, please let
me know. Christmas can put huge demands on the family finances, and we can help with that. A big thank you
to the Budleigh Relief In Need charity, St Peter’s Church and the Lions for their generosity with this.
Budleigh Relief in Need charity is now supporting several local families financially. The message from the
charity is please do not wait to ask for financial relief if you are heading towards difficulty - this community
charity is here to prevent duress and anxiety by offering financial assistance to those in need. To find out more
please phone 01395 446 896.
And finally, if you don’t have access to a laptop at home to access home learning, please let me know. I have a
small number of Chromebooks that I can lend out on a long term basis.
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In the last week of term, there will be no after school ‘inbetweeners’ session (3-3:30pm) unless your child is
staying for the whole of the after school club. This is to try and reduce the COVID risk. We also remind parents to
please only use this service if essential, so we can avoid mixing as much as possible.
If your child can not go swimming, please send a note in with them so we can understand why. Swimming is not
an optional activity, so only medical reasons are acceptable.
St Peter’s Terracycle Recycling - do you know?

It’s wonderful we can now recycle some of those tricky items but it’s really important the correct recycling is
included. Please visit the Eco School page on the school’s website to download & print posters of all the
Terracycle programmes or one comprehensive list. Thank you for your support.
https://st-peters-school.org.uk/about-us/eco-school/

Willow class make Pharoah’s necklaces!
As part of Ancient Egyptian topic, Willow class have been doing a Design Project to make Pharoah's
necklaces. They had to investigate and design first, and have come up with these gems!

Sycamore class learn about the Great fire of London and design Bug Hotels
This week Sycamore class has enjoyed learning about the differences between fire safety in 1666 and today.

They have explored through Music, Art and role play this week!
Sycamore class have also been commissioned by Mr Force to create a Bug Hotel for the Science Garden. The
children are enjoying the research phase of their project and have been thinking about their initial design
ideas. We have seen such a lot of enthusiasm for our challenge and we look forward to creating the finished
houses!

Nursery have an author visit
The children in Nursery loved being visited by local author, Debra Wellington this week. They enjoyed
learning more about each animal and, of course, making the animal noises as Debra read her book, 'The
Animal Says...' to us. Debra also told
us about how she makes her
beautiful illustrations and we're
looking forward to trying out some
of her techniques. Search for Debra
Art Design on facebook to see more
of her work.

KS2 Chorister - Exeter Cathedral
On Tuesday 23rd November, 23 choir members sang at Exeter Cathedral alongside the trained chorister
voices from the Cathedral School and two other Exmouth Schools. An amazing experience in a wonderful
setting. The children were just awesome, an absolute asset to our school and they all sang beautifully. Details
of the videoed performance will follow soon. Thank you to Mrs Hayman and parent Vicky Evans for their help.

Autumnal fun in Cedar Class
Cedar class have been enjoying the autumn season with all the pretty
colours it brings! They have been collecting different coloured leaves and
twigs to make some art with.

Chestnut Class make music
Chestnut enjoyed spending some time in the fresh, autumn air last week exploring music and sound!

Christmas Dinner - 15th December 2021
Emails were sent out to you all on Wednesday about this year’s Christmas dinner.
This year, more than ever, we'd love to create a fantastic festive feeling and would like all of the children to
enjoy a Christmas dinner.
All of the children will have their dinner on the same day, Wednesday 15th December.
Christmas Lunch Menu
Roast Turkey, Pigs in Blankets, or Vegetarian Roast
Roast Potatoes, Farmhouse Vegetables & Brussel Sprouts
Cranberry Sauce & Gravy
Ice Cream Christmas Tree
or
Mince Pie & Cream
The cost of the lunches are as follows - KS2 £3.50 and KS1/Nursery £1.10. Please pay this via the School
Gateway app. If for any reason you cannot pay online, please leave cash or a cheque payable to Devon
County council in a named envelope in the school post box. If your child is eligible for free school meals, the
cost of their dinner will be subsidized by us.
Please note that all parents/carers are asked to complete the Google form below to express their
wishes for their child to have a Christmas dinner or not. Thank you. Link below:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdVEOWOPdcxim_DwcaeyQs5LHZiid_doJZzxxZGGp8mPZG-aw/
viewform?usp=sf_link
For Nursery children, Christmas dinner will only be available if they are usually in session on a Wednesday.
Please note, no lunch tickets will be issued. We hope the children enjoy their Christmas dinners!

Forest School Plea for Supplies!
Miss Spence is looking for the following items to complete setting up a Forest School area at school. If you
have any that you can donate can you please let her know via the office.
● Wooden pallets approx 20 needed
● Metal and wooden kitchen utensils; pots, pans, spoons, jugs etc suitable for use in a mud kitchen
● 1 metre lengths of softwood eg elder, larch, cedar approx 2 inches diameter
● Half dozen egg boxes approx 30
● Any tent pegs, ropes and tarps that you are no longer in need of and would be suitable for den
building

Quick links
https://www.stpetersfundraising.com/cakesandclothes - whose cake sale day is it Monday? ON HOLD
What’s going on in your class? https://st-peters-school.org.uk/class-info/
Term dates - https://st-peters-school.org.uk/parents/term-dates/ - updated for 2022-2023
Menus - https://st-peters-school.org.uk/parents/menus/
Uniform - https://st-peters-school.org.uk/parents/uniform/
Stationery - https://st-peters-school.org.uk/parents/stationery-requirements-for-pupils/
Online safety - https://st-peters-school.org.uk/parents/staying-safe-online-current-advice-for-parents/

What’s coming up this term?
Flu vaccinations - Thursday 9th Dec
Late night shopping (no parade) - Fri 10th Dec
Christmas Cracker week - Mon 13th Dec - tickets here - https://www.stpetersfundraising.com/crackerweek
Christmas dinner - Wed 15th Dec
Last day of term - Fri 17th Dec 1:30 finish
First day of the Spring term - Wed 5th January
Swimming restarts - wb 10th Jan

